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HOUSE BI LL 1706

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Mastin and G ant

Read first time 02/05/2003. Referred to Commttee on Higher
Educat i on.

AN ACT Relating to changing the focus of the prom se schol arship;
amendi ng RCW 28B. 119. 005, 28B.119. 010, and 28B. 119. 020; creating a new
section; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28B.119.005 and 2002 c¢c 204 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The legislature intends to strengthen the link between
post secondary education and K-12 education by creating the Washi ngton
prom se schol arshi p programfor ((academecallysueecesstul)) hi gh school
gr aduat es ((fH+omtow—and—mddle—+nconre—famties)) who have overcone
personal or financial barriers and show pronmise to succeed if given the
opportunity to pursue a postsecondary education. The |egislature finds

that, increasingly, an individual's economc viability is contingent on
post secondary educational opportunities, vyet ((t+he—state-s—+FuH

H-ranetal—atd—or—thefHnanetal—atd+s+nsuffHetent)) sone students have
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a potential for success in postsecondary education that is not
reflected in their grades or test scores from high school. The
legislature further finds that these students nay be nore likely to
consider pursuing postsecondary education if there were additional
financial assistance to encourage them

Sec. 2. RCW 28B.119.010 and 2002 c 204 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The hi gher education coordi nati ng board shall design the Washi ngton
prom se schol arshi p program based on the foll ow ng paraneters:

(1) Beginning with the graduating class of 2003, schol arshi ps shal
be awarded to students graduating from public and approved private high
school s under chapter 28A. 195 RCW and students participating in hone-
based instruction as provided in chapter 28A 200 RCWwho neet ((beth—an
academec—and—aftinraneial)) the eligibility criteria and have been
selected to receive a promse scholarship under the procedures
described in this section and RCW 28B. 119. 020.

(a) ((Academ<e)) To neet the eligibility criteria ((shaH—be
def+ned—as—folows—

a student shall have denonstrated strength of character in overcom ng
physical, personal, cultural, or financial barriers to his or her
educational success and give evidence of a desire and commtnment to
conpl ete a postsecondary educational program or degree.

(b) (( I ‘i ol i aibili . L I ,
oy hall I I i od_thi ‘ . ¢
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graduati+nrg—eclass)) Based on the eligibility criteria, each school

district nmay nominate students graduating from public high schools in
the district to receive a prom se schol arship. Students graduating
from approved private high schools under chapter 28A 195 RCW and
students participating in hone-based instruction as provided in chapter
28A. 200 RCWwho neet the eligibility criteria nay be nom nated by their
high schools or my nomnate thenselves to receive a pronse
schol ar shi p.

(2) Prom se schol arships are not intended to supplant any grant,
schol arship, or tax programrel ated to postsecondary education. |[If the
board finds that prom se schol arships supplant or reduce any grant,
schol arship, or tax programfor categories of students, then the board
shall adjust the financial eligibility criteria or the anount of
scholarship to the | evel necessary to avoid supplanting.

(3) Wthin avail able funds, each qualifying student shall receive
((+we)) consecutive annual awards((+)) for the lesser of: (a) The
length of tinme it takes the student to conplete a certificate or
associ ate degree; (b) the length of tine it takes the student to reach
junior status at a four-year institution of higher education; or (c)
three years. The value of each ((ret—+teo—exceed)) award shall equal the
full-time annual resident tuition rates charged by Wshington's
comunity colleges plus the allowance for books and supplies as
calculated by the higher education coordinating board for purposes of
the state need grant. The higher education coordinating board shal
award schol arships to as many students as possible from anong those
qual i fying under this section wthout reducing the anount of the award.

(4) By COctober 15th of each year, the board shall determ ne the

awar d anmount of the schol arshi ps( (—after—takinginto—considerationthe
1 abil ).

(5) The schol arships may only be used for undergraduate coursework
at accredited institutions of higher education in the state of
Washi ngt on.

(6) The schol arships may be used for undergraduate coursework at
Oregon institutions of higher education that are part of the border
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county higher education opportunity project in RCW 28B.80.806 when
those institutions offer prograns not available at accredited
institutions of higher education in Washi ngton state.

(7) The scholarships may be used for college-related expenses,
including but not limted to, tuition, room and board, books, and
material s.

(8) The scholarships may not be awarded to any student who is
pursui ng a degree in theol ogy.

(9) The higher education <coordinating board nay establish
satisfactory progress standards for the continued receipt of the
prom se schol ar shi p.

(10) The higher education coordinating board shall establish the
time franme within which the student nmust use the schol arship

Sec. 3. RCW 28B.119.020 and 2002 c 204 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The hi gher education coordinating board, with the assi stance of the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction, shall inplenent and
adm ni ster the WAshi ngton prom se schol arshi p program descri bed in RCW
28B. 119. 010 as fol | ows:

soon _as practicable before the start of each acadenic vear, the board

shall estimate the total nunber of prom se scholarships available for
nom nation, taking into account available funds and consecutive awards
to previous recipients.

(a) The board shall reserve for graduates of approved private high
school s and graduates of hone-based instruction a nunber of schol arship
nom nations that is proportional to the nunber of these graduates in
the state.

(b) The board shall apportion the renaining scholarship nom nations
anong the school districts proportionally based on the nunber of public
hi gh school graduates in each district, except that each district shal
receive at | east one scholarship nomnation. In cooperation with the
office of the superintendent of public instruction, the board shall
notify each school district of its nunber of available scholarship
nom nati ons.
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(c) The board shall convene a screening commttee to review
nom nations from private high schools and graduates of hone-based
instruction and award scholarships to graduates who neet the
eligibility criteria.

(d) If fewer graduates of private high schools or hone-based
instruction are nomnated or neet the eliqgibility criteria than the
nunber of nomi nations available for these graduates, the board shal
reapportion the remining nom nations anpong the school districts. | f
fewer graduates within a school district neet the eligibility criteria
or elect to receive a promse scholarship than the nunber of the
district's available nomnations, the board shall reapportion the
remai ni ng nom nati ons anong other school districts.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
provide information to the higher education coordinating board that is
necessary for inplenentation of the program (( i }

: o hol ar chi Liaibl I )

(3) The higher education coordinating board may adopt rules to
i npl ement this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Chapter . . ., Laws of 2003 (this act) does
not affect the awards to or eligibility of students receiving awards
under chapter 28B.119 RCW in the 2002-03 academ c year. Awar ds for
students receiving their second-year consecutive award for the 2003-04
academ c year shall be under the sane terns, including the anount, as
were in existence in the 2002-03 academ c year.

p. 5 HB 1706



A W N

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnment and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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